
Raipur Declaration on Innovating for Children 

We, the representatives from central and state governments, UN bodies, institutional entities, 

members representing civil society and individuals associated with innovations, assembled at Raipur 

on 21st and 22nd September 2017 to explore ideas, models and solutions towards fulfilling the rights of 

children especially those who are vulnerable, marginalized and living under difficult circumstances to 

address existing and emerging concerns relating to survival, development, protection and participation 

of children. 

We believe that all children must be given equal opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy 

manner and in conditions of freedom, dignity; and, are protected against abuse in all forms, 

discrimination and exploitation including moral and material abandonment. 

We, hereby declare unanimously: 

1. To ‘leave no child behind’, so that every child survives, thrives and learns in a healthy, clean, 

safe, supportive, protected, inclusive and equitable environment and, has a fair chance to realize 

his or her full potential in life with a special emphasis on first 1000 days of a child’s life. 

2. The urgent need and call for a unified effort towards building an enabling environment for 

children by reorienting the mindset and developing comprehensive and cross-sectoral policies and 

plans for child survival and development. 

3. To encourage and promote innovations for children to develop evidence-based, 

replicable/scalable/sustainable solutions for issues concerning children duly stated in the National 

Plan of Action for Children 2016 and Sustainable Developmental Goals.  

4. To recommit ourselves to identify and address gaps for effective implementation of schemes and 

programmes and support governance solutions by empowering and building trust in the 

communities, as well as, innovative partnership models involving organically created 

community based mechanisms ensuring accountability. 

5. To strengthen institutional capacity and related infrastructure with adequate and skilled human 

and other resources for children and ensure their active age relevant participation in designing 

policies and programmes based on real time data using appropriate technologies. 

6. To strengthen and empower families to parenting skills, social protection schemes and 

programmes among others, so that institutionalization becomes the last resort. 

 

We believe that evidences from innovations should form the basis of policy making and 

programme design. We urge all the stakeholders to allocate sufficient financial resources by 

reprioritizing, realigning and converging budgetary outlays, and efficient utilization thereof. 

 

We are convinced that passionate commitment to this resolution on the part of all stakeholders will 

enable every child in India; to have equitable access and opportunity to grow in an environment 

free of abuse, violence, exploitation, poverty or neglect. 

 

 


