
 
  

STRATEGY PAPER FOR MITIGATION OF 

IMPACTS OF COVID-19 IN CHHATTISGARH 

 

SUGGESTIONS FROM STATE PLANNING COMMISSION (SPC), 

CHHATTISGARH 

 

 

(28th April, 2020) 
 

Atal Nagar, Nava Raipur 



Strategy Paper for Mitigationof Impacts of 
COVID-19 in Chhattisgarh  

SUGGESTIONS FROM STATE PLANNING COMMISSION (SPC), 

CHHATTISGARH 

Contents 

 

1 Introduction .........................................................................................................................3 

2 Executive Summary ............................................................................................................5 

3 Phased StrategyforCOVID-19 Response and Post LockdownRevival ..................................6 

1) First Phase (from the date of lifting of lockdown to 30th Jun, 2020): .................................................. 6 

2) Second Phase (1st Jul 20 to 31st Mar 2021): ........................................................................................ 6 

4 Public Health Response of Chhattisgarh to COVID-19 ........................................................7 

5 Public Health and the Economy – Phasing out the Lockdown ..............................................8 

6 Economic Relief Measures - First Phase: (From the date of lifting of lockdown to 30
th

 June, 

2020) ..........................................................................................................................................9 

1) Vulnerable Groups ........................................................................................................9 

2) Proposed Measures by the State Government for Relief to the Vulnerable Groups ........9 

1) Ensure food security ........................................................................................................................ 9 

2) Ensure basic minimum income ........................................................................................................ 9 

3) Ensure Rabi harvesting, preparation for Kharif and NTFP collection ............................................. 9 

4) Start MGNREGA works at a large scale ......................................................................................... 9 

5) Rescheduling of Debts and Government Dues .............................................................................. 10 

6) Education, Health and Nutrition Services ...................................................................................... 10 

7) Establishment of 24*7 Helplines ................................................................................................... 10 

8) Providing  employment opportunities  for migrant and distressed labours in urban centres ......... 10 

9) Establishment of 'Gauthan' as livelihood centres to boost village economy .................................. 10 

Measures to Enable the People to Earn their Living ............................................................... 10 

7 Reviving the Economy - Second Phase (1
st
 Jul 20 to 31

st
 Mar 2021) .................................. 11 

 Immediate Measures for Economic Revival .......................................................................... 11 

Composition and the proposed terms of the Task Forces ....................................................... 12 

1) Task force to suggest relief measures for distressed and stranded labour owing to Covid-19 ........... 12 

2) Task force for addressing issues of vulnerable populations in the state such as Persons with 

Disabilities, Elderly, Children, Widows, etc....................................................................................... 14 

3) Task force to suggest on rebooting Agri and Agri-allied operations to lessen the impact of Covid-19
 15 

4) Task force for suggesting strategies to mitigate the impact of Covid 19 on Industries in Chhattisgarh 
and for their revival ............................................................................................................................ 16 



5) Task force to suggest the role of ‘Gauthan’ as hub for supportive economy activity in  arresting the 

problem of rural under-employment and un-employment . ................................................................ 17 

2. Revival Financing ........................................................................................................... 18 

6) Task force on budgetary planning for mitigating the impacts of Covid-19 in Chhattisgarh during 

F.Y.2020-21 ........................................................................................................................................ 18 

 

 

 

 

 



1 Introduction 

The health and economic impact of COVID-19 is clearly visible and has engaged our attention 

for the last several weeks. In urban centres, problems of unemployment owing to closure of 

small businesses and industries, disruption of supply chain, and pathetic conditions of self-

employed and gig economy workers are before us. Likewise, the plight of landless labourers, 

farmers and other low wage workers who are already economically insecure and dependent 

purely on the rural economy are badly affected by this lockdown as they are unable to move 

freely to find jobs, markets for their produce in rural areas. Not to mention the kind of hardship 

faced by other vulnerable populations in all parts of the state. 

 

While essentially all of us are affected by COVID-19& its economic effects, these effects are 

distinct and varied from place to place and strata to strata. The most vulnerable deserve better 

attention as this population is virtually living on the margins and expect much needed help and 

succour from the state. Now, it is incumbent upon a welfare state to measure up to these 

expectations and provide solutions to mitigate their health related issues and economic hardship. 

There are number of steps being taken to minimize the spread of the contagion and resultant 

disease like: resorting to lockdown, physical distancing, identifying hotspots, containment 

strategy, contact tracing, vigorous testing of suspects and isolating infected, quarantine measures, 

opening new COVID-19 hospitals or designating existing hospitals as dedicated COVID-19 care 

hospitals with isolation facilities, equipping ICUs with ventilator support etc. Apart from placing 

all these health support systems, what is equally important in such a situation is to initiate certain 

measures which could restore normalcy in the local economy in a short to medium time period. 

This would entail smart understanding of local problems, finding optimal solutions and to be 

followed by efficient resource mobilization and effective service outreach. 

 

The Vice-Chairman of the State Planning Commission, Shri Ajay Singh constituted an informal 

group on 30th March, 2020 to consider the response to the COVID-1919 Pandemic in 

Chhattisgarh, and make recommendations to the State Government. The members of the Group 

are: 

 

Sr 

No 

Member Designation 

1 Mr. Ajay Singh Vice Chairman, Chhattisgarh State Planning Commission 

2 Dr K Subramaniam Member, Chhattisgarh State Planning Commission 

3 Mr. Subrat Sahu ACS, CMO 

4 Dr Alok Shukla Principal Secretary, School Education 

5 Mr Vijay Mahajan Part-time Member, Chhattisgarh State Planning 

Commission 

6 Mr Pradeep Sharma Advisor to the HCM on Policy and Planning 

7 Mr Gaurav Dwivedi Advisor, State Planning Commission 

8 Mr. Siddhartha Pardeshi Secretary, Woman and Child Development 

9 Mr. Sonmani Borah Secretary, Labour Welfare 

10 Mr R Prasana Secretary, Social Welfare 

11 Mr. C R Prasanna Director, Veterinary Services 

12 Mr. Sanjay Patil Vice Chancellor, IGKV 

13 Mr. Rajat Moona Director, Indian Institute of Technology,Bhillai 

14 Mr Job Zacariah UNICEF, Chhattisgarh 

15 Ms. Mitakshara Advisor, Education, State Planning Commission 

16 Ms. Neeraja Kudrimoti State Program Officer, TADP 

17 Mr. Shrish Kalyani State Program Officer, TADP 

18 District Collectors Various 



 

Using the information available from many sources, the above group assessed the current status 

of COVID-19 19 pandemic in India and Chhattisgarh and the devastating economic impact it is 

likely to have on the overall economy and specifically on the livelihood challenges to the 

millions of the population. It extensively deliberated on the likely impact of this crisis on 

different strata of the society and how best to help them in the immediate and medium term. 

After considering all the aspects, the group has given its recommendations to the State Planning 

Commission which are being submitted to the state government for its consideration.  

 

  



2 Executive Summary 

This strategy paper is prepared by the State Planning Commission based on the inputs received 

from the group of experts formed for the purpose of initiating discussion for development of 

post-lockdown strategy for Chhattisgarh. After several days of deliberations, the paper has 

captured a series of suggestions, both for immediate future as well as long term. The central idea 

is to minimize the effect of the lockdown on the health and livelihoods of people and the revival 

of the economy of the state in the long run. 

The SPC recommends the state government to take a phased approach to its Covid-19 response 

and revival strategy. The strategy can be divided into two phases based on the urgency of the 

action. The focus of the first phase (from date of lifting of lockdown to 30th June 2020) should 

be on making essential services fully functional and removal of lockdown in a staggered manner. 

In the second phase (1st July to 31st March 2021) depending on the containment, the focus 

should be on complete removal of lockdown and revival of the economy from the sudden shock 

of lockdown. 

The SPC has suggested phasing-out strategy of lockdown by classifying the districts into three 

categories based on spread of the pandemic and the protocol of movement to be followed in 

them. It is recommended that the focus of the economic relief measures for the first phase should 

be on containing the spread of Covid-19 and providing immediate relief to the most vulnerable, 

with lockdown measures getting partially relaxed but keeping the public health threat perception 

in mind. The SPC has suggested the measures to be taken by the State Government for relief to 

the vulnerable groups, in various sectors such as food security, employment, agriculture, 

education, nutrition, etc. The SPC also recommends setting-up of helplines by various 

departments to tackle issues of farmers, labourers, industries, etc. These helplines can be 

integrated into one common number for ease of public calling.  

Some immediate as well as long term measures have been suggested for reviving the economy in 

the Second Phase. It is felt necessary that the state government constitutes specific task forces to 

deliberate on different aspects and the inter-departmental coordination and come out with a 

blueprint for quick action by various departments involved. SPC recommends immediate 

constitution of the task forces for; a) Relief to stranded labourers, b) Issues of vulnerable 

population, c) Rebooting agriculture and allied operations, and d) Relief to the industries. The 

composition, proposed terms of reference and the time frames of these task forces are also 

suggested in the document. It is expected that these task-forces would submit their 

recommendations within a very short time-limit. 

Moreover, a separate task-force for budgetary planning and revival financing is proposed under 

the Chairmanship of ACS, Finance to look for additional sources of funding as well as to relook 

the budgetary provisions of different departments/programs for current financial year and re-

assigning the priorities.  

While the Covid-19 pandemic has posed serious threats to the health of the population and to the 

economy, livelihoods and food security, the SPC believes that with quick actions, the state can 

not only cope-up with it and revive, but also use this as an opportunity to strengthen its economy 

and flourish further.   

 

 

 

 

  



3 Phased StrategyforCOVID-19 Response and Post LockdownRevival 

Based on extensive discussions among the Group members, certain recommendations are given 

to the state Government for action, in following two phases: 

 

First Phase (from the date of lifting of lockdown to 30th Jun, 2020): 

During this period, essential services shall be made fully functional and guidelines issued by 

Government of India for the state shall be fully complied. Healthcare facilities in hospitals shall 

be ramped up and bottlenecks removed so that health care teams may perform their job without 

any handicap. The focus shall be on containing the spread of COVID-19 with appropriate 

lockdown measures. It is recommended that the State Government in consultation with the 

Central Government, which has authority on this matter under the Epidemic Disease Act, 1897 

and the Disaster Management Act, 2005, may consider lifting of the lockdown on step by step 

and on staggered manner and permit localised economic activities on a Covid-safe basis. 

 

Second Phase (1st Jul 20 to 31st Mar 2021): 

By then, depending on the containment of the pandemic, the lockdown may be lifted altogether. 

But even if it is partial, the focus of this phase will be to reboot the economy. Relief activities 

and employment generation programs like MGNREGA has to continue throughout this phase, 

the SPC recommends that the State Government may reallocate budgetary resources. In addition, 

the Government and industry and trade bodies may mobilise bank funding to revive the economy 

so that people can get employment and income.  



4 Public Health Response of Chhattisgarh to COVID-19 

 

COVID-19 having been declared a Pandemic by the WHO, India’s response, preparation 

andmanagement of this crisis is being handled by Government of India in consultation with 

thestate governments. Ministry of Health, and Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of 

Indiaare issuing guidelines, advisories and Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) from time 

totime which are being followed by States. At the moment, it involves a lockdown throughoutthe 

nation, shutting down of offices and factories, with specific exceptions for essentialactivities, 

which are listed in the Union Ministry of Home Affairs - Guidelines and SOP
1
. Thecurrent SOPs 

require hospitalisation of the Covid +ve cases and home/public quarantine for14 days for anyone 

who came in contact with a Covid +ve case, with extensive tracking ofcontacts and monitoring 

of people in quarantine. 

 

In terms of specific actions, the following points are recommended by the SPC, most ofwhich are 

already being acted upon by the Health Department : 

 
1 A COVID-19 Command and Control Centre and Communications Centre havealready been 

established under the Health Secretary 

2 Timely procurement of Personal Protective Equipment and other itemsfor healthcare workers be 

ensured 

3 Tracing capacity to be enhanced to identify possible Covid +ve persons 

4 Testing laboratory capacity to be enhanced to ensure CG can conduct therequired number of tests. 

5 Isolation facilities to be enhanced with geo-fencing and Home quarantineto be encouraged with 
contact tracking 

6 Treatment – Hospitals specially focused on serious COVID-19 cases to beenhanced 

7 Timely procurement of Medicines and Ventilators to be ready for anysurge 

8 Non-COVID-19 emergency services must be kept open in separatelocations/hospitals 

9 Rapid response teams to be trained and mobilised including additionalambulances 

10 Health workers and citizens to be trained in containment action inChhattisgarhi, Gondi, Halbi 

etc. using digital media 

11 Establishment of tele-medicine facility for non-COVID-19 patients so they can be assuredof 
getting health services. They may continue to get treatment in regular non-COVID-19healthcare 

centres 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                
1
https://mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/PR_Consolidated%20Guideline%20of%20MHA_2803202

0%20%281%29_0.PDF 



5 Public Health and the Economy – Phasing out the Lockdown 

As the cost of shutting down economic activity is rising, there is a demand building up for 

phasing out the lockdown. SPC recommends that the State Government may in consultation with 

the Central Government, classify the districts of the state into three categories : green, orange 

and red, based on the number of COVID-19 cases, and ease the lockdown step by step as 

detailed below: 

Green Districts  

Those districts which have not reported COVID-19 cases as on a date agreed upon by 

Government of India, may be classified as Green. Before lockdown is relaxed in the district, 

sufficient precautions/ preventions like sufficient test kits and protective measures, contact 

tracing, identification of vulnerable pockets and cordoning them off, may be put in place. Inflow 

of people may be minimised and checked.   

Orange Districts  

Those districts which have 1 to 10 COVID-19 positive cases as on the date mentioned in para 

3.1.1, may be declared Orange and may be considered for Green status only if the cumulative 

number of cases does not rise beyond 20 by 3
rd

 May 2020.  This would mean the spread has 

tapered off. Even after lifting the lockdown, COVID-19 hot-spots may be cordoned off.  The 

boundary of hot-spots may be decided by the District Collector, the SP and the DMHO. 

Red Districts  

Those districts which have more than 10 COVID-19 positive cases as on the date, may be 

declared Red. They may continue in lockdown and may remain in the Red category till rise in 

new cases flattens out. Even after lifting the lockdown, COVID-19 hot-spots be cordoned off.  

Protocol within each District  

 Irrespective of colour code, the following protocol may be used within each district 

a. In all rural areas which are over 20 kms from any town, except those Panchayats which 

have had a single COVID-19 case, the lockdown may be lifted from a date agreed upon 

by Government of India, subject to COVID-19 safety and surveillance measures being 

continued.  Thus almost 90% of rural areas may see a lifting of lockdown in the 

state  which may enable agricultural operations, NTFP collection and MGNREGA 

activities to be taken up as usual. 

b. In all peri-urban villages (within 20 kms of the towns)  and in all Nagar Panchayats and 

Municipal Council areas the situation may be kept under closer watch and where there 

are no COVID-19 cases up to 3
rd

 May , lockdown may be lifted wef 4
th

 May, 2020, 

subject to COVID-19 safety and surveillance measures being continued. 

c. All Municipal Corporations areas may be kept under watch and where there are no 

COVID-19 cases up to 3
rd

 May 2020, lifting of lockdown may be considered wef 4
th

 May 

2020 subject to COVID-19 safety and surveillance measures being continued. 

 

Movement within and across districts: Intra-district movement within Green districts and 

inter-district movement between Green districts may be permitted freely but no movement from 

Orange or Red districts or out of state may be permitted. Guidelines issued by Government of 

India are to be observed meticulously in this regard. 

 



6 Economic Relief Measures - First Phase: (From the date of lifting of lockdown to 30th June, 2020) 

During this phase, the focus should be on containing the spread of COVID-19 and providing 

immediate relief to the most vulnerable, with lockdown measures getting partially relaxed but 

keeping the public health threat perception in mind.  During this phase, the focus of the State 

must be on the following vulnerable groups: 

1) Vulnerable Groups 

a) Farmers,  

b) Farm Labourers,  

c) Tribals Engaged In NTFP Collection 

d) Urban Poor,  

e) Informal Sector Workers Who Have Been Laid Off,  

f) Migrant Workers 

g) Small Traders,  

h) MSME Workers  

i) Malnourished Children And Women As The Most Vulnerable Segment 

j) People In Remote Areas. 

k) Persons With Disabilities 

l) Elderly 

m) Others 

2) Proposed Measures by the State Government for Relief to the Vulnerable Groups 

The following measures may be undertaken immediately by the state government for 

thevulnerable groups:  

Ensure food security 

a. The State Government has already announced two months of free rations and this 

may be increased to further one month, if need is felt. Persons who do not have ration 

card shall also be made entitled to avail the facility of getting free ration for this period. 

b. District collectors may ensure PDS shops are open and they have adequate stock 

and also ensure THR, Ready to eat food, and rice/dal of Anganwadis and mid-day meals 

centres are distributed. This may be monitored at state and district level.   

Ensure basic minimum income 

a. The State Government may take steps that vulnerable groups have cash in their 

hands . For this, the Central Government has already announced payment of Rs 2000 

each into the Jandhan accounts of women.   

b. The state government may consider paying Rs 2,000 for two months for BPL and 

Antyodaya card holders, before30
th

 April.  

c. Banks and post offices may be asked to make immediate payment to all 

beneficiaries, going to every village. Banks should deploy additional mobile ATMs and 

bank correspondents, who should go to villages.  

Ensure Rabi harvesting, preparation for Kharif and NTFP collection 

a. Movement of labour for farm work within green zones shall be permitted and 

Inputs must be provided at each village level.   

b. As per the plan of the State  minor forest federation as much as Rs 800 crore of 

wages may flow to NTFP collectors, mostly tribals, during this 30-45 days 

Start MGNREGA works at a large scale   



a. There are 66 lakh workers enrolled in NREGA and work may be opened for the 

largest number possible, and wages paid @ Rs 202 per day as per GoI new guidelines.   

b. The food grain reserve of the state may be used for launching additional food for 

work schemes to provide employment to the most needy whenever we are able to start 

works in rural and urban areas after the lock down. 

Rescheduling of Debts and Government Dues 

a. The State Government may consider deferring collection of electricity bills 

(partly), water charges & land revenue for six months. 

b. The State Government may request the Central Government to ask the RBI to 

permit a loan repayment and KCC OD minimization deferment up to the Kharif harvest. 

Education, Health and Nutrition Services 

a. Schools/colleges may start normal classes in Green districts while maintaining 

Covid-safe practices. As an alternative, on line learning lessons should be launched.    

b. For Orange and Red Districts and any cordoned off hotspots later, online learning 

lessons have already been launched and in addition, TV and radio may be creatively 

used.  

c. Other services such as Anganwadis, ASHAs, PHCs and treatment of serious non-

Covid conditions may be restarted. 

 

Establishment of 24*7 Helplines  

 In order to ensure that the intended beneficiaries get the help from the government smoothlythe 

group also recommends immediate establishment of 24x7 helplines to attend to theissues related to 
farmers, vulnerable groups and labour (migrant and stranded labour,industrial labour, MGNREGA 

workers, etc.). 

Providing  employment opportunities  for migrant and distressed labours in urban centres  

 Assessment of the inflow of migrant and distressed labour and their existing skill-sets are 

important to know about their employability in the urban centres of the state. Identifying potential areas 

where they can be gainfully employed and if there is some skill-gap which can be easily filled with short 

term training modules would be traced. Knowing the demand-supply gaps and mis-match in job market 

would help in solving the problem by remedial action. 

 

Establishment of 'Gauthan' as livelihood centres to boost village economy 

     ‘Gauthans’ play a very important role as village-level institution and it is an important landmark in 

any village. Gauthans hold promises to boost the village economy and can ensure partially fulfilling the 

needs of livelihood security of villagers. They can become hub of economic activities in producing and 

marketing many value-added products by gainfully engaging villagers. The problem of unemployment 

and under-employment in villages can be effectively tackled, if these gauthans are managed in a 
professional way. 

 

Proposed Measures by the State Government for Relief to the Vulnerable GroupsMeasures to 

Enable the People to Earn their Living 

3) Measures to Enable the People to Earn their Living 



Eventually the economic situation may improve if people can go back to productive 

employment.  

The SPC recommends kick-starting following activities by encouraging and extending support to 

people and asking banks to pro-actively lend to farmers and micro-enterprises:   

 

1) Crop harvesting, storage and mandi sales 

2) Collection of Tendu leaves and other NTFPs. 

3) Preparation for the Kharif season 2020, 

4) Cultivation and sale of vegetables, fruits, meat, eggs, fish, dairy and poultry products 

5) Opening all manufacturing and micro-enterprises where 5 or less persons work at any time 

6) Opening retail wholesale shops, transport, grocery shops, and small eating places, ensuring no 

more than 5 persons are present at any time. 

7) Opening those services where social distancing and Covid safe work practices can be adopted 

8) Opening factories and mines where social distancing and Covid safe work practices can be 
adopted 

7 Reviving the Economy - Second Phase (1st Jul 20 to 31st Mar 2021) 

Keeping in view the present status of the pandemic in Chhattisgarh, it is expected that by the end 

of June 2020, the government may not have to resort to lockdown in any part of the state except, 

maybe, in a few containment zones. As the economic impact of a very long lockdown has been 

devastating and has affected the livelihood opportunities of millions, it is imperative that 

immediate steps are taken by the state government to reboot the economy.   

 

1. Immediate Measures for Economic Revival  
The SPC recommends that the State Government may ask the respective departments, industry 

associations and chambers of commerce to make all efforts in this phase towards: 

a. Full resumption of Agricultural and Allied activities from production to markets to 

processing or distribution to near normal levels, at least to the extent these are within the 

state. 

b. Full resumption of production and employment in all micro-enterprises with Covid-safe 

procedures 

c. Full resumption  of production and employment in all factories, mines and offices with 

Covid-safe procedures 

d. Full resumption of inter-district movement freely, except in Red districts and cordoned 

off zones. 

e. Inter-state road, rail, and air travel may resume during this phase, as per the decisions 

of the Central Government.  

 

It is felt necessary that the state government constitutes specific task forces to deliberate on 

different aspects and the inter-departmental coordination and come out with blueprint for quick 

action by various departments involved. SPC recommends immediate constitution of the 

following task forces which would submit their recommendations within a very short time-

limit:    
i. Task force to suggest relief measures for distressed and stranded labour owing to Covid-19 

ii. Task force for addressing issues of vulnerable populations in the state such as Persons with 

Disabilities, Elderly, Children, Widows, etc.  



iii. Task force to suggest on rebooting Agri and Agri-allied operations to lessen the impact of 

Covid-19 

iv. Task force for suggesting strategies to mitigate the impact of Covid 19 on Industries in 

Chhattisgarh and for their revival. 

v. Task force to suggest the role of ‘Gauthan’ as hub for supportive economy activity in  arresting 

the problem of rural under-employment and un-employment . 

The composition, proposed terms of reference and the time frames of these Task Forces are suggested as 

below: 

1. Composition and the proposed terms of the Task Forces 

Task force to suggest relief measures for distressed and stranded labour owing to Covid-19 

Composition  

 

Sr No Members of the Task Force Role of the member 

1 Secretary, Labour Welfare Chairperson 

2 Secretary, Rural Development  Co-chair 

3 Director, Tribal Development Member 

4 Director, Shram Kalyan Mandal  Member 

5 Director, Industries Member 

6 Director, Health  Member 

7 Representatives from CSOs Member 

8 Commissioner, MGNREGA Member 

9 Commissioner, Labour Member Secretary 

 

Terms of Reference  

This Task group shall deliberate on the plight of migrant and stranded migrant labour and labour 

engaged in informal and unorganized sectors and how to provide succour to them immediately and help 

them get back to jobs and meet their livelihood needs. Some indicative areas on which group may work 

are: 

a. To make assessment about the impact of Covid-19, lockdown and social distancing on the 

employment situation of different classes of labour; 

b. To locate the most vulnerable segment of labour by relative risk assessment; 

c. To develop strategy to minimize the impact of lockdown and pandemic on labourers; 

d. To create a database required for entry and exit strategy for the stranded labour; 

e. Devise strategy to ensure locating and safe return and rehabilitation of child labourers stuck in the 

various parts of the state as well as in other states.  



f. To ensure humanitarian support of dry ration or cooked meals and non-food essentials such as shelter 

homes, financial assistance and psycho-social support; 

g. To develop strategy for the movement of stranded labourers to move to their workplaces, or to 

engage them locally; 

h. To Skill map labourers in the shelter homes and returning labourers in the villages to link them to 

gainful employment/self-employment; 

h. To suggest other measures which could be undertaken to provide short term and medium term 

reliefs; 

Time limit:  

The Task Force would give its recommendations by 7th May 2020.  

 

  



Task force for addressing issues of vulnerable populations in the state such as Persons with Disabilities, 
Elderly, Children, Widows, etc. 

 

Sr No Members of the Task Force Role of the Member 

1 Secretary, Social Welfare-Chairman Chairman 

2 Commissioner, Labour Member 

3 Director, WCD Member 

4 Director Food Member 

5 Director, Health Member 

6 Representative of IMA Member 

7 Social Policy Specialist-UNICEF Member 

8 Representatives of CSOs Member 

9 Director, Social Welfare Member Secretary 

 

Terms of Reference  

This task force shall deliberate on: 

a. Assessment of impact of lockdown on the vulnerable groups, especially their safety and security 

b. Assessing the impact on the livelihoods of Persons with Disabilities, Trans-genders, etc. and 

suggesting measures for their revival 

c. Devise strategy for smooth functioning of essential services to pregnant women and malnourished 

children.  

Time limit :  

The Task Force would give its recommendations by 7th May 2020.  

  



Task force to suggest on rebooting Agri and Agri-allied operations to lessen the impact of Covid-19 

Composition  

Sr No Members of the Task Force Role of the Member 

1 Principal Secretary, Agriculture - 

Chairperson 

Chairperson 

2 Secretary, Rural Development Member 

3 Secretary, Food  Member 

4 Director Agriculture  Member 

5 Director, Horticulture  Member 

6 Director, Veterinary  Member 

7 Director, Fisheries Member 

8 MD, Mandi Board  Member 

9 MD, Bij Nigam  Member 

10 Director, IGKV Member 

11 MD, Dugdh Mahasangh  Member 

12 Representatives from CSOs Member 

13 Representative from SLBC  Member 

14 Representative of NABARD  Member 

15 Representative of SIDBI  Member 

16 Commissioner, MGNREGA  Member 

17 Secretary Agriculture  Member Secretary 

 

Terms of Reference  

This Task group shall deliberate on immediate measures to restore and  ensure smooth functioning of 

agriculture and allied sector activities post-lockdown and to kick start activities which have come to 

standstill. Some indicative areas on which group may brainstorm are : 

a. To make assessment about the economic and financial loss to the agriculture and allied sector; 

b. To identify areas where the impact is felt more than the others; 

c. To locate areas where immediate support is required to sustain farming and allied operations; 

d. To identify critical links which act as limiting factors and how to address them; 



e. To explore further supporting primary processing or final processing of NTFP and other products; 

f. To identify to seek relaxation on MGNREGS fund and other funds for farming activities 

g. To find ways and means for access to credit; 

h. Any other measures which could ameliorate farmers’ condition post lockdown; 

 

Time limit:  

The Task Force would give its recommendations by 15th May 2020.  

 

Task force for suggesting strategies to mitigate the impact of Covid 19 on Industries in Chhattisgarh and for their 
revival 

Composition  

Sr No Members of the Task Force Role of the Member 

1 Principal Secretary, Commerce & 

Industries 

Chairperson 

2 Secretary Finance Member 

3 Secretary Energy Member 

4 Secretary Labour Member 

5 Secretary Transport  Member 

6 Secretary Mining Member 

7 Secretary Commercial Taxes Member 

8 Director, Industries Member 

9 Director, IIM Raipur Member 

10 M.D., CGMFP Federation Member 

11 Representative of SIDBI Member 

12 Representative from FICCI/ASSOCHAM  Member 

13 MD, CSIDC  Member Secretary 

 

Terms of reference  

This Task group shall deliberate on issues which are of immediate to medium term concern of the state 

owing to Covid-19 outbreak and ensuing economic crisis and suggest measures to tackle this crisis in the 

state. Some indicative areas on which group may dwell on : 



a. Assessment of impact on lockdown, physical distancing and other containment measures on 

businesses, industries, logistics and on supply chain; 

b. Identifying areas where interventions are required to support for the sustenance existing businesses 

and industries, like: policy amends, newer policy, credit needs, moratorium extension in repayment of 

loans, restructuring existing loans deemed extension of licenses and renewals etc; 

c. Finding feasibility for bringing green field industries, especially in the light of likelihood of many 

industries shifting their base from China; 

d. Identifying skill/manpower gaps and how can they be quickly plugged in; 

e. Examining the feasibility of setting up a COVID-10 Rehabilitation Fund to support badly impacted 

business and industries; 

f. Suggesting other measures that are useful for the purpose; 

Time limit :  

The Task Force would give its recommendations by 15th May 2020 

 

Task force to suggest the role of ‘Gauthan’ as hub for supportive economy activity in  arresting the problem of rural 
under-employment and un-employment . 

Composition  

Sr No Members of the Task Force Role of the Member 

1 Principal Secretary, Agriculture Chairperson 

2 Secretary, Rural Development Member 

3 Director Animal Husbandry Member 

4 Director Horticulture Member 

5 Director, Agriculture Member 

6 Director SRLM Member 

7 Director, CSSDA Member 

8 Director, Rural Industries Member Secretary 

 

Terms of Reference  

  This task force shall deliberate on the ways and means to make ‘Gauthan’ as hub of all 

supportive economic activities in the village and develop it into a viable and dependable village 

institution. Some indicative areas on which group me brainstorm are: 

a) to explore the possible areas where value- added products can be made in Gauthan by local 

villagers; 

b) to find out market potential for the products with proper branding; 

c) training needs of members of Gauthan samiti  on managing the affairs of Gauthan in a 

professional way; 



d) to find employment potential of Gauthan for combating under-employment  and 

unemployment prevalent in villages; 

e) Any other measures which could make Gauthan a viable  and dependable  village level 

institution . 

Time Limit:  

The Task Force would give its recommendations by 30th May 2020. 

 

 

2. Revival Financing 

The response measures suggested have to be commensurate to and in line with the resources and 

ways and means position of the State. The revenue of the State in the current fiscal are likely to 

dip and are likely to be much less than the previous years, owing to less tax collection and less 

revenue from sources like excise and mining as overall economic activity is hugely impacted by 

this pandemic and resultant lockdown. For the same reasons, the state share from Central receipts 

are also likely to be much less.   Thus, there would be an imminent need not only to explore the 

possibility of mobilising  additional funds through other sources but also to re-look at the 

budgetary provisions of different departments/programs for current financial year and re-

assigning the priorities in the light of impact of covid 19. Keeping in view the need to curtail 

expenditure, there is a need also to look for economy drive in the government.   

 

Given the constraints on the government’s ability to mobilise more tax revenue, mobilise from 

the Central government, or raise more public debt, the State Government may make maximal use 

of the banking system in Chhattisgarh. As on 31st Mar 2020, with an estimated deposit base of 

Rs 150,000 crore and the banking sector mandated to lend about 70% of the deposits, the 

targeted net bank credit should be Rs 105,000 crore. Of this, 18% or Rs 18,900 crore should flow 

to agriculture, and another 22% or Rs 23,100 crore to the other priority sectors like micro, small 

and medium enterprises (MSME).  Some of this is already planned under the State Credit Plan 

and efforts may be made to mobilise more.  

 

With the above factors in the back ground , the SPC suggests that a separate task force may be 

constituted to examine these issues and give its recommendations to the state government. The 

composition and the proposed terms of this  Task Force is given below: 

 

 

 

Task force on budgetary planning for mitigating the impacts of Covid-19 in Chhattisgarh during F.Y.2020-21 

Composition  

 
Sr No Members of the Task Force Role of the Member 

1 Additional Chief Secretary, Finance 

Department 

Chairman 

2 Secretary, Health Department Member 



3 Secretary, Commercial Tax Department  Member 

4 Secretary, Mining Department  Member 

5 Secretary, Forest Department Member 

6 Secretary, Excise Department Member 

7 Representative of RBI Member 

8 CGM, NABARD  Member 

9 MD, APEX Bank Member 

10 Director,  Institutional Finance Member 

11 Director,  Budget Member Secretary 

 

Terms of Reference  

This task force shall: 

a. Critically look at the extant budgetary provision for the F.Y.2020-21 and suggest ways and 

means for allocation/ reallocation of state’s finances to effectively mitigate the fall out of Covid-19 by 

financial and fiscal planning. 

b. Explore the possibility of raising  funds through other sources to bridge the gap between 

financial resources required and available with the state’s annual statement of account. 

c. Explore the need for economy drive in the state government. 

d. any other suggestion which meets the purpose. 

Time limit :  

The Task Force would give its recommendations by 30th May 2020. 

 

 

 
 


